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Lesson	4:	What	Was	the	Lost	Cause?
After	the	Civil	War	ended,	a	second	battle	began	—	the	battle	over	memory.
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The	Big	Idea

The	Confederacy	lost	the	Civil	War	in	1865.	But	a	different	battle	began	right	away:	the	battle	over	memory.

What	Historians	Call	the	"Lost	Cause"

The	Lost	Cause	is	the	name	historians	commonly	use	for	a	post–Civil	War	interpretation	that	portrayed	the
Confederacy	in	a	more	favorable	light.	It	often:

minimized	slavery's	central	role	in	secession,

portrayed	the	Confederacy	as	defending	states'	rights	and	honor,	and

romanticized	a	"noble"	Southern	way	of	life.

Why	One	Sentence	Changes	Everything

Version	A Version	B

"The	Confederacy	fought	to	preserve	slavery." "The	Confederacy	fought	mainly	for	states'	rights."

A	student	who	learns	Version	B	understands	the	war	—	and	everything	that	followed	it	—	very	differently.

What	the	Record	Says

The	seceding	states	explained	themselves	in	writing.	Mississippi's	declaration	of	secession	says:	"Our	position	is
thoroughly	identified	with	the	institution	of	slavery."	The	original	documents	are	the	best	test	of	which	version
holds	up.

Try	It

Look	up	the	declaration	of	secession	from	Mississippi,	South	Carolina,	Georgia,	or	Texas.	Count	how	many	times
slavery	is	mentioned.	Then	compare	it	with	what	you	were	taught.

Don't	take	our	word	for	it.	Investigate.
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